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House of Burgess - Zombies or the rise of 
the quislings? 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


In a May 31 email to the Huffington Post, David Daigle, spokesperson 
for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, officially denied 


the existence of zombies. 


"CDC does not know of a virus or condition that would reanimate the 


dead [or one that would present zombie-like symptoms]," he said. 


This bizarre statement came five days after a gruesome scene in 


Miami captivated the world. At around 1:55 p.m. May 26, a naked 


Rudy Eugene, 31, began savagely beating and stripping the clothes off 
of a homeless man, Ronald Poppo, 65. By the time the attack had 
ended some 18 minutes later by six shots from Miami Police 
Department officer Jose Ramirez’s gun, Eugene had ejected Poppo’s 


left eye and eaten 75 to 80 percent of his face. 


"I told him to get off and the guy just kept eating," eyewitness Larry 
Vega told WSVN. "The guy just stood, his head up like that, with 


pieces of flesh in his mouth ... and he growled." 


A series of equally strange incidents then began to surface, per Brent 
Johnson of The Star-Ledger: On May 29, Wayne Carter, 43, of 
Hackensack, N.J., stabbed himself and threw pieces of his intestines 
at police. On May 30, police began searching for homicide suspect 
Luka Rocco Magnotta, 29, after severed body parts were discovered 
in packages mailed to Ottawa, Ontario, and in a garbage heap in 
Montreal. On May 31, Alexander Kinyua, a 21-year-old Morgan State 
University student, was charged with first-degree murder after he 
allegedly admitted to killing his roommate, Kujoe Bonsafo Agyei- 


Kodie, and then eating his heart and portions of his brain. 


"Apparently, people feared this might all be connected: The phrase 
‘Zombie apocalypse’ trended on both Twitter and Google in recent 


days," wrote Johnson. 


Of course people are looking for signs of zombie uprising: We’re living 
in a cultural zombie renaissance. In March, the second season finale 
of AMC’s "The Walking Dead" "was both the series' most-watched 
ever and likely the network’s all-time highest-rated series television 
outing, and 'Dead' is now definitely the top-rated show in cable history 


among the 18 to 49 demographic," according to the A.V. Club. 


Eugene’s last acts were textbook zombie behavior, namely: 
cannibalism, growling and disregarding gunshots. If this were real, 
Poppo would be a zombie right now, which he’s not. But is life 
imitating art? In 2006, Max Brooks released his novel "World War Z: 
An Oral History of the Zombie War," in which a character named Joe 


Muhammad describes "quislings" — humans imitating zombies. 


"They started moving like zombies, sounding like them, even attacking 


and trying to eat other people," he says. 


Quislings don’t respond to being shot like normal humans, just like 


Eugene. 


"It’s that whole mind-over-matter-thing, being so focused you’re able 


to suppress relays to the brain and all that," writes Brooks. 


You want to know how I know we’re not living in zombie apocalypse 
times? You’re reading this column and not mindless scouring the 


landscape for delicious flesh or desperately trying to figure out how to 


make your own bullets. You won’t need the CDC to tell you if it’s 


actually happening. 


If you have to ask, you ain’t invited. 


e Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765- 


454-8577 or via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com. 


